“Studying Through James”

Daily Work – Week 1

The book of James could be read aloud in about 15 minutes.  It is short, but the message has been and will continue to be an intensely relevant challenge to all who want to be effective Christians and purposeful church members.  Is that who you want to be?  If so…let’s get started.

Before you even open your bible, make a list of the things you already know about the book of James.
DAY 1:  Read James 1

1. James 1:2 refers to your faith being tested.  A biblical definition of faith is found in Heb 11:1.    After reading that….define faith in your own words….try not to use “church” words.
2. List 3 things that readily stand out to you and give you hope.  Why?

3. List 3 things that you struggle with.  Why?

PRAY:  That God would open your eyes to NEW things as we study through this great book.  Pray also for the first thing on your prayer card….the issue of the heart.

DAY 2:  Read James 1:1
1. How does James refer to Himself?  How would you feel if you received a letter from someone referring to herself that way?

2. What do you think that statement means? Why was he able to make it?  

3. Could YOU make the same statement?  Why or why not? 
Read Philippians 2:1-7

PRAY:  That God would continually bring Phil 2:1-7 to mind today. And for the second item on your prayer card -- a missionary or relief worker and the country they are in.
DAY 3:  Read James 1:2-4…carefully.  Sometimes when we are so familiar with a passage we tend to skim it and not pay attention to the nuances.  Ask God to show it to you with fresh eyes.

1. These verses are like a mathematical equation.  Write it out.  What is the result?  What exactly does “mature” look like to you?  

2. Get ready for a bible drill….what is the result of trial or suffering in each of these passages?

a. I Peter 5:10

b. Romans 8:17-18
c. 2 Corinthians 1:3-7

d. 2 Corinthians 4:16 - 17

e. Philippians 3:10-11

Pray:  That you would really come to understand what trials and suffering lead to.  And also for the third item on your card – the staff member.   Think about taking a minute to let them know that you prayed for them.

DAY 4:  Go back and reread James 1:2-4.  When we take our eyes off of God and focus on our situation it often leads to sin.  But, one of the cool things about belonging to the body of Christ is that when we find ourselves in those situations we should not ever be facing them alone.  Turn to Hebrews 12:1-2.

1. Make a list of those who are part of your ‘great cloud of witnesses’…those who will cheer you on as you run this race that is being set before you. Why are they important in your life?

PRAY:  Thank God for each of your ‘witnesses”.  And pray for the 4th item on your prayer card – How God needs to work in you as you face the particular situation.

DAY 5:  Let’s spend one more day in James 1:2-4…but today focusing on the last few lines….in the NIV verse 4 says “Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”.  In the New Living Translation it says “you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.”
1. Read Philippians 1:6.  Write it out.

2. This promise is from Him.  Claim it!!!!!!  If you cannot, take a minute and try to figure out the reason.

PRAY:  To KNOW God’s promise in your heart….not just in your head.  And for the fifth item on your prayer card – the lost person He has laid on your heart.

