“Studying Through James”

Daily Work – Week 12

April 10 – April 16
In the final verses of James, prayer is mentioned 7 times.  Prayer represents a positive, active response to trials.  It is the greatest privilege of the Christian life.
“I pray in astonished belief that God desires an ongoing relationship.  I pray in trust that the act of prayer is God’s designated way of closing the vast gulf between infinity and me.  I pray in order to put myself in the stream of God’s healing work on earth.  I pray as I breathe – because I can’t help it.  Some prayers go unanswered, a sense of God’s presence ebbs and flows, and often I sense more mystery than resolution.  Nevertheless I keep at it, believing with Paul that ‘now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.’”  (Prayer – by Philip Yancy)

DAY 1:  Read James 5:13-18
1. Write down each time the word prayer (pray, praying) is used; who is the one praying and what are the surrounding details.
2. Focus on verse 13.  We usually run to God in prayer when we are suffering, but this verse clearly places an emphasis on lifting up prayers of praise.  Do you most often find yourself praying only in times of need or do you incorporate praise as an equally important part of your prayer?  See Ephesians 5:19-20 and Col 3:16  Take a minute to write out a prayer of praise….if this is new for you,  then use Psalm 150 as a guide.
PRAY:  Praise Him today for Who He is.  Pray also for the first thing on your prayer card….the issue of the heart.

DAY 2:  Read James 5:14-15 

1. We know that healing as we desire it, does not always take place.  What does 

1 John 5:14 further explain about our prayers.
2. Why isn’t every one healed?  God does not always reveal His reasons, but He always meets our needs and we can rely on His love and wisdom.  Turn to 

      2 Corinthians 12:7-10.  What does Paul conclude about his lack of healing?

3.  Write 2 Corinthians 12:9 on a note card and carry it with you today.

PRAY:  Ask God to be perfected in your weakness.   And for the second item on your prayer card – a missionary or relief worker and the country they are in.
.DAY 3:  Read James 5:16-18 

1. How do Psalm 32:3-5 and John 9:3 tie in to verse 16?
2. What does this passage say about the prayers of a righteous man?  Define righteous?
3. “Elijah was a man just like us……”  Take the time to read his story and make a note of how his story can relate to your life.  I Kings 17-19  (It is a long passage but a great read!)
PRAY:  Ask God to help you be a ‘righteous woman’.  And also for the third item on your card – the staff member.   

DAY 4:  Read James 5:19-20
1. James is clear that we have a responsibility for the spiritual welfare of our brothers and sisters.   If that is so, why are we often reluctant to make the effort to reclaim a believer who has fallen in to sin?
2. Read Galations 6:1-2.  How does that verse say we should go about it?
PRAY:  Ask God to give you the wisdom and courage when you need to help a sister who has wandered from the truth.  And pray for the 4th item on your prayer card – How God needs to work in you as you face the particular situation.

DAY 5:  Turn back through the pages of James.  The VERY first question of the study asked you to write down what you knew about James, so it is only fitting that we should end the study with a similar question.
What truths have you learned from James that you are putting in to practice in your life?

PRAY:  Thank God for His Word and ask Him to help you apply the truths you have learned.  And for the fifth item on your prayer card – the lost person He has laid on your heart. 

