“Studying Through James”

Daily Work – Week 9, part 1
DAY 1:  Read James 4:4-10
1. Focus specifically on verse 4.  James addresses this group of believers as adulterers!  WOW!  We know that God is depicted as the husband and the church as His bride.  (See Isaiah 54:5 for one such reference).  What point is James making in this verse?
2. The goal of the Christian life is not seeing how closely we can walk to the edge of worldliness without committing sin.  Rather the goal is to see how close we can walk with God and how far we can stay away from the world’s sinful ways.  Where are you on that walk?
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3. What things of the world are you “flirting” with?  In what areas are you compromising?  Scripture is clear that you have to make a choice.  See 
James 4:7 and 1Peter 5:8-9a.  What do these verses tell you to do?  What concrete action do you need to take?
PRAY:  Ask God to show you any areas of adultery.  Pray also for the first thing on your prayer card….the issue of the heart.

DAY 2:  Read verse 5.  It was interesting that this verse has been interpreted in various ways…depending on your version of the bible.  Since the original Greek text has no capitals it has presented some tough questions for translators.  
1. Since the original text did not have capitals there is a question as to whether this verse is referring to the Holy Spirit (reflected in the NASB and NLT) or to the human spirit within us (KJV or NIV).  What difference does it make in the interpretation?
2. As you look at verse 5 in context, which seems the best fit to you?
3. James is writing to believers.  Does that make a difference?  Use your concordance and/or cross references to back up your interpretation.  See if you can find at least 2 verses.
PRAY:  That God would help you to be able to interpret His word clearly.   And for the second item on your prayer card -- a missionary or relief worker and the country they are in.
DAY 3:  Read James 4:6-10
1. These verses contain 10 commands that call for immediate action in rooting out the sinful attitude of pride.  List them
2. Some of them have a result that will follow the action.  Which ones state a specific result and what is the result?
PRAY:  Ask God to show you any areas of pride.  Ask Him to help you apply the commands listed in these verses.  And also for the third item on your card – the staff member.   

DAY 4:  Reread James 4:6-10
1. The reference in verse 8 about washing hands and purifying hearts refers back to the OT requirement of the priests before they could enter the tabernacle.  Read Exodus 30:17-21.  Then read Psalm 24:1-5.  According to these verses, how important is this process?
2. Focus on verse 6 and then verse 10.  What does it mean to be ‘humble’?  What does scripture say will happen if you humble yourself before the Lord….or you don’t?  Look also at Matthew 23:12
3. Turn to 1 Peter 5:5-6.  Write it on a note card and carry it with you today.  Try to memorize it before the day is over.

PRAY:  Ask God to show you what it means to be humble before Him.  And pray for the 4th item on your prayer card – How God needs to work in you as you face the particular situation.

DAY 5:  Read Ephesians 6:11-18.  This is a very familiar passage so ask God to help you see it with new eyes.
1. In order to carry out the commands we have been reading about in 
      James 4:6-10 we must be “armed and dangerous”.  After reading 
      Ephesians 6:10-12, why is that?
2. What are the pieces of armor and what do they represent?  Are there any that you already faithfully put on?  Are there some that you fail to put on?
3. What needs to change so that you can stand firm?
PRAY:  Ask God to teach you to be strong in Him and in His mighty power.  And for the fifth item on your prayer card – the lost person He has laid on your heart. 

“Studying Through James”

Daily Work – Week 9, part 2
DAY 1:  Read James 4:11-12

4. He uses the term brothers in verse 11….so listen up.  What does he warn against?

5. What seems to be the spirit of this group of believers?  Are the words for the purpose of edifying? 

6. Is there one thing in particular that stands out to you from these verses?

PRAY:  Pray for a person you tend to criticize instead of love.  Pray also for the first thing on your prayer card….the issue of the heart.

DAY 2:  Read James 4:11-12 and then Read Matthew 7:1-5  

4. What seems to be the contrast in these verses?  What must you do first?

5. Look carefully at your own life.  Is there a specific “log” that needs to be removed from your eye?

PRAY:  That God would help you to see the log in your own eye and to remove it.   And for the second item on your prayer card – a missionary or relief worker and the country they are in.

DAY 3:  For the past couple of days, I have studied, pondered and struggled over the issue of passing judgment.  The easy thing would be to skip this topic, but since we are studying the Bible, it seems to make sense that we should delve in to it. (  Today I want you to wrestle with it.  Tomorrow I will share with you what God has shown me thus far. 

1. At first glance it appears that scripture contradicts itself.  James 4:11-12 says that we are not to pass judgment.  But there are other scriptures that say we are to judge other believers.  Read Matthew 18:15-20 and I Corinthians 5:9-13.  Does it appear contradictory to you?

2. Take the time to study and work through this issue.  What do YOU think scripture is teaching?  

PRAY:  Ask God to give you spiritual wisdom (Col 1:9).  And also for the third item on your card – the staff member.   

DAY 4:  Starting with the verses in James 4….but backing up to verse 6.  It seems to me that the key to this whole issue is HUMILITY!  That appears to be missing from the believers in James.  He addresses the issue of humility for 4 verses before addressing the issue of judgment.  This is also backed up in Matthew 7:1-5.  We have to be right with God (know our place in the universe) and be dealing with our own faults and weaknesses before we can even begin to address someone else’s.

The tone of what is happening in James appears to be one of defamation of character.  It is criticizing, not with the intention of correcting and building up, but for the sake of attacking the person’s character.  This goes completely against the “law of love”. (It is interesting how James uses the word ‘neighbor’ in verse 12….maybe to emphasize that point.)  

The passages in Matthew 18:15-20 and I Corinthians 5:9-13 are clear that there are sinful behaviors in believers that we are to address.  I think that is where James 4:6-10 comes back in to play.  When we are called upon to address sin, we must do it with humility and under the “law of love”.

Would love to know what you think.  Feel free to email me.

PRAY:  Pray for clarity and understanding.   And pray for the 4th item on your prayer card – How God needs to work in you as you face the particular situation.

Day 5:  Think about the past 2 weeks.  What has impacted you the most?  Why?
PRAY:  Ask God to continue to teach more about WHO HE IS.  And for the fifth item on your prayer card – the lost person He has laid on your heart.

