“Judges:  Lessons for Today”
Daily Work – Week 1

DAY 1:   Read Psalm 139.  Write verses 1-2 on a note card.  

1. Read Deuteronomy 7.  List the nations that God promises to drive out ahead of the Children of Israel (COI).
2. In verses 2-5, what does God tell the COI (Children of Israel) to do?  Be specific
3. What does God tell them NOT to do?  Be specific
4. What are His reasons? (vs. 4 and 6)

PRAY:  Ask the Lord to open your eyes as you study this week.
DAY 2:  Write out Psalm 139:1-2 and put it on your bathroom mirror and/or above your kitchen sink…and anywhere else you spend a lot of time!  

1. Read Deuteronomy 7:7-26.  What truths do these verses teach about God’s character?
2. What blessings does He promise for obedience?
3. Why does He tell them NOT to be afraid?

4. Look back over the entire chapter.  How many times does God address the issue of worshipping other gods?  (This issue is VERY important to note as we proceed with Judges.)

PRAY:  Ask the Lord to help you grow into a person strong in the faith.

DAY 3: Once again start today by reviewing Psalm 139:1-2.  Carry your note card with you all day!

1. Read Exodus 20:1-17.  Who does God remind them that He is? (vs 2)
2. What does God tell the COI in verses 2-6?  This is important to God and it MUST be important to us as well!  We will cover this topic in more detail later.  

3. Read the account of their rescue in Exodus 14:5-31.  Be amazed!
Pray:  For a specific “worker abroad” by name….the one you chose in class, and/or another that is on your heart.

DAY 4:  Write out Psalm 139:1-2 without looking.

1. Read Judges 1-2.  Try to locate the following cities on the map:  Bezek, Jerusalem, Hebron, Debir, Gaza, Ashkelon, Ekron, Bethel, Megiddo, Gezer, Rehob, Beth-shemesh., Aijalon
2. Thinking back to the reading of Deuteronomy 7, make a list of 3-5 things that the COI did or did not do that went against the instructions they had been given.
PRAY:  Thank God for His instruction and ask Him to help you be obedient to it.
DAY 5:  Say Psalm 139:1-2  to someone today!  

The book of Judges is not written in chronological order. The first 2 chapters set up the historical context….Joshua’s death and conquering the land.  Chapters 3-16 tell the stories of the actual judges.  Then in chapters 17 – 21 the author tells of the social and moral chaos that reigned during this period of the Judges.  
In order to better understand the culture of the time, read chapters 17-21.  I warn you that some of the stories are difficult  to read and to comprehend, but they are signs of that time.  (We will study them in more detail later.)

Spend today thinking about the social and moral parallels you see between Judges 17-21 and today.  Are we really that different?

PRAY:  For a church staff member.  (Choose one that you will commit to pray for during this study!) 
“Setting the Stage”

Week 1
*Genesis 12:1-3:  God makes a covenant with 

*Genesis 15:5-7 and 13-19:  God reaffirms the covenant with

*Genesis 21:1:  Abraham and Sarah have a son – 

*Genesis 9:24-26:  Isaac and Rebekah have 2 sons – 

*Genesis 28:10-16:  God confirms the covenant with

*Genesis 32:24-28:  God changes Jacob’s name to 

*Genesis 35:23-26:  Jacob/Israel has 12 sons.  They become

*Genesis 37:12-28: Joseph is sold into

*Genesis 39-41: Joseph rises in power and becomes

*Genesis 47:  Joseph is reunited with his family and moves

*Exodus 1:6-22:  Out of fear, the Egyptians order all Hebrew babies

*Exodus 14:  Moses is spared and God raises him up

*Exodus 19:3-6 and 23:20-33: God makes a covenant with

*Numbers 13:10 – 14:12:  Twelve spies are sent to

*Numbers 14:34-38:  Because of their disobedience they

*Deuteronomy 21:21-22:  God commissions Joshua as

*Joshua (whole book):  Joshua leads the COI in to 

*Joshua 24:29:  Joshua dies and there is no
Psalm 139 (New Living Translation).
 1 O Lord, you have examined my heart
      and know everything about me.
 2 You know when I sit down or stand up.
      You know my thoughts even when I’m far away.
 3 You see me when I travel
      and when I rest at home.
      You know everything I do.
 4 You know what I am going to say
      even before I say it, Lord.
 5 You go before me and follow me.
      You place your hand of blessing on my head.
 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
      too great for me to understand! 

 7 I can never escape from your Spirit!
      I can never get away from your presence!
 8 If I go up to heaven, you are there;
      if I go down to the grave,[a] you are there.
 9 If I ride the wings of the morning,
      if I dwell by the farthest oceans,
 10 even there your hand will guide me,
      and your strength will support me.
 11 I could ask the darkness to hide me
      and the light around me to become night—
    12 but even in darkness I cannot hide from you.
   To you the night shines as bright as day.
      Darkness and light are the same to you. 

 13 You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body
      and knit me together in my mother’s womb.
 14 Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!
      Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it.
 15 You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion,
      as I was woven together in the dark of the womb.

 16 You saw me before I was born.
      Every day of my life was recorded in your book.
   Every moment was laid out
      before a single day had passed. 

 17 How precious are your thoughts about me,[b] O God.
      They cannot be numbered!
 18 I can’t even count them;
      they outnumber the grains of sand!
   And when I wake up,
      you are still with me! 

  23 Search me, O God, and know my heart;
      test me and know my anxious thoughts.
 24 Point out anything in me that offends you,
      and lead me along the path of everlasting life.

Root Beer Float Cake

(Taken from the Southern Living Cookbook)

1 German Chocolate Cake Mix

1 1/4  c. Root Beer (not diet)

1/4 c. oil

2 large eggs
Mix together.  Pour into a greased and floured 9x13.  Bake at 350 for 30 minutes.  Cool for 10 minutes and then top with frosting (while still warm).

Frosting:

1/2  c. butter

1/2 c. root beer

3 TBSP cocoa powder

1 16 oz box of powdered sugar

1 tsp vanilla

Put first 3 ingredients in large sauce pan over medium heat until butter melts – stirring often.  Remove from heat and whisk in powdered sugar and vanilla.  Pour over warm cake.

ENJOY!
