“Judges:  Lessons for Today”
Daily Work – Week 6

DAY 1:   Read Psalm 139: 1-12.  Write verses 11-12 on a note card.  

1. We left Gideon at the height of victory.  Unfortunately it did not take long for him to fall in to defeat.  Read Judges 8:22-35.  

2. What do you learn about Gideon in these verses?

3. What did the people ask of Gideon in verse 22?

4. What was Gideon’s response?

5. What is Gideon’s seemingly innocent request?

PRAY:  Ask the Lord to open your eyes as you study this week.

DAY 2:  Write out Psalm 139:9-12  and put it on your bathroom mirror and/or above your kitchen sink…and anywhere else you spend a lot of time!  

1. Judges 8:23-27.  According to the NLT, the total weight for the earrings Gideon received was 43 lbs.  WOW!  What did Gideon fashion from the jewelry?

2. Read Exodus 28:1-30.  For whom were ephods intended?

3. Was Gideon a priest?

4. Back to Judges 8.  What was the disastrous result of Gideon’s seemingly innocent request?

5. Be mindful today.  Remember that seemingly innocent decisions can have far reaching consequences!

PRAY:  Ask the Lord to help you grow into a person strong in the faith.

DAY 3: Once again start today by reviewing Psalm 139:1-12.  Carry your note card with you all day!

1. Read Judges 17:1-6.  In light of what you studied yesterday, do you have a better understanding of this passage than you did when you read it in week 1?

2. Do you think Gideon did “whatever seemed right in his own eyes”?

3. Write a modern day example of “people doing what seems right in their own eyes”.

4. Write a personal example of doing something that ‘seemed right in your own eyes” but ended up not being right at all.

Pray:  For a specific “worker abroad” by name….the one you chose in class, and/or another that is on your heart.

DAY 4:  Write out Psalm 139:1-12 without looking.

1. Idolatry is not just a problem that the Israelites faced.  It is something we still face many years later; only in America our idols are much more cleverly disguised.  Timothy Keller in his book Counterfeit Gods, says that an idol is “anything that is more important to you than God, anything that absorbs your heart and imagination more than God, anything you seek to give you what only God can give.”
2. Answer the following questions.  This is between you and God and no one else.  

a. Is there anything more important to you than God?

b. Is there anything that absorbs your heart and imagination more than God?

c. Is there anything you seek to give you what only God can give? (In other words, to whom or what do you turn for help, comfort, validation….?)
3. After answering the above questions, do you have an idol?  Be courageous and write it out so you can see it in black and white.

PRAY:  Ask God to show you any modern day idols in your life.  Ask His forgiveness for them and seek His guidance on how to destroy them.

DAY 5:  Say Psalm 139:1-12  to someone today!  

1.  Read Isaiah 44:6-20.  How are idol worshippers described?  
2. If Isaiah was writing about your modern day idol….the one you identified yesterday…what would he say? 
3. The COI went through the 5 step cycle of idolatry, bondage, repentance, deliverance and rest.  Do you find yourself caught in the same cycle?  What do you need to do today to move towards deliverance and rest?  DO IT!

PRAY:  For a church staff member.  (Choose one that you will commit to pray for during this study!) 
“Gideon”

Week 6

 Background questions…Judges 6

1.  Who were the Midianites?  (Exodus 2:15-21)

2. Who was the prophet?

3. Where did the tribe of Manasseh come from?

a.  Genesis 35:23-26

b. Genesis 48:1

4.  What about Baal and Ashteroth?

a. Judges 1:27-28

 Gideon struggled with

1.  Vs 11 – 

2. Vs 22-24 –

3. Vs  27 -- 

4. Chapter 7:4-11 -- 

2 Reasons Gideon struggled

1.  Gideon did not

2. Gideon’s faith was

In his ___________, Gideon did not turn FROM God, but instead he turned TO God!

2 Timothy 1:7

