“Who is this Jesus?”

The Fulfillment of Prophecy

Daily Work – Week 1 

I have to admit that prophecy is one of the topics I have artfully avoided for years…ranks right up there with the book of Revelation! (  But, the time has come and I (we) need to jump in and begin to grasp the significance of it.

In Lee Strobels’s book “The Case for the Real Jesus” it says that scholars who have poured over scripture have found “127 personal messianic (about Christ) predictions in 3,348 verses in the Old Testament”.  THAT is incredible.  We will only cover a fraction of them this week, but it is certainly a topic that invites deeper study.  So dig in!
DAY 1:   We need to define prophecy.  According to Webster’s prophecy is 1. (n.) A declaration of something to come; an inspired foretelling; a divine prediction; esp., an inspired foretelling. 3. (n.) Public interpretation of Scripture; preaching; exhortation or instruction.
1. There are numerous prophets mentioned in the bible.  Using those definitions what would the 2 roles of a prophet be?  
2. Today we will focus on Jesus’ birth.  Read Isaiah 7:13- 14 and then Matthew 1:18-25.  What was prophesied and how was it fulfilled?
3. Read Micah 5:2 and then Matthew 2:1-6.  Once again what was prophesied and how was it fulfilled?  
4. Spend some time thinking about the fact that more than 400 years passed between these prophesies and their fulfillment.  What does that tell you about God’s timing and ours?

PRAY:  About your own relationship with Jesus.  Where it is and where would you like for it to go during the course of this study?
DAY 2:  Today we are going to focus on a couple of prophecies dealing with Jesus’ life.  Note the prophecy and the fulfillment.
1. Read Isaiah 11:1-5 and then Luke 2:52 and Luke 4:18
2. Read Isaiah 53:3 and then Matthew 12:14, Matthew 13: 53-57, Matthew 27:35-44, Luke 4:28-30, and John 1:11.  How many different groups of people despised Jesus in the fulfillment of this prophecy?
3. Spend some time thinking about the fact that many of the people who most despised and rejected Jesus were the ‘religious’.  What do you think your reaction would have been in the same circumstances?  Write down your thoughts.
PRAY:  God promises that He will conform us to the image of Jesus.  What is one way you would like to see yourself become more like Him over the course of this study?  Ask God to help you with that specific area.
DAY 3: The focus of today will be on a couple of the prophecies related to Jesus’ death.  Use the same format as in the previous 2 days.  Take the time to really think about these verses.  Do not rush through the work today!
1. Isaiah 53:1-8 (WOW!) and then Matthew 26:62-63 and 27:12-14
2. What impact do those verses have on you?  Can you even imagine remaining silent?
3. Read Isaiah 53:12 and then Matthew 27:38, Mark 15:27 and Luke 23:33
4.  When was the last time you thought about the fact that God knew from the beginning of time that this would happen?  Jesus IS the fulfillment of prophecy!
Pray:  For a specific worker abroad by name….remember to lift up the names of the ones our class is committed to pray for

DAY 4:  Not only was Jesus silent in the face of false accusations, but in the end He prayed for the persecutors.  That too was the fulfillment of prophecy!
1. Isaiah 53:12 and then Luke 23:32-34
2. Look in to your own life.  Is there someone who has hurt you or just makes life difficult for you?  Using Jesus as your example, will you take the time to pray for them?
PRAY:  For that person you know is lost and needs to know Jesus. (Choose one that you will be lifting up throughout this study.) 

DAY 5:  One of the goals of this study is to help you learn to study better on your own.  Today, it will be your job to find 2 other prophecies about Jesus.  Remember there are 127 of them.  Use your bible “helps”….cross references, dictionary, concordance.  If you are unsure of how to do that, PLEASE call me!
May He bless you as you learn to dig deeper in to His Word!

PRAY:  For a staff member.  (Choose one that you will commit to pray for during this study!) 

